


Stop the destruction 
of Charles Bridge!

Machine worked stones? Cutting up medieval blocks by disc grinder? Silicone �ller in a Go-
thic bridge? Nothing is impossible in our country!

Cut up by disc grinder and then broken apart. It is so called ‘pet�ínský’ sandstone that was used in the Romanesque structures. It 

is assumed that this block was from the Judita’s Bridge which was demolished.

	 The reconstruction of the bridge deck and the stone barrier of the Charles Bridge began in August 2007. Up to the present day, 
there is no detailed exercise documentation, up to now, two and a half years since the beginning of the reconstruction, the way of taking 
apart the barrier walls has not been established. The respected connoisseur Petr Siegl (The Academy of Arts) called the disassembly of the 
barrier walls as the demolishing works. When the barrier walls were taken apart, the deputy of NPÚ Ond�ej Šefc�, who resigned before 
Christmas, was asked questions such as what will happen with the stone pile. In one of his letters he suggested that the stones could be cut 
into small pieces and sold as souvenirs.
	 Up to now, the department of monument preservation (the Prague Down-council) has not decided what kind of stone 
will be used for the barrier walls, how the old stones are going to be restored, what are going to be the criteria for elimination of the old 
stones.  The eliminated and/or damaged stones are only being registered since February 2008. That is when the reconstraction was under 
progress for six months already. The municipal culture department of the ingloriously known Jan Kn��ínka has not determined how to 
evaluate the stones. The elimination of the stones was being done without the supervision of the deputy of P�F UK in Prague. Furthermore, 
the elimination of the stones was being done in the most valuable parts of the bridge – from the ‘Malá strana bridge towers all the way 
to Kampa. The foreign workers did not know what they are working on. They could not tell the di�erence between a stone from the 20th 
century and a medieval stone. Why? Because, up to now, there has not been any building-historical survey done. Pavel Bém and his protégé 
Jan Kn��ínek want to butcher the most noticeable, even for an amateur, parts of the bridge such as the stone vaults and the lining. 

Stop them from doing so!

! SIGN THE PETITION !
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